Ramalinga Reddy

"known him only as an elder but he must have          a smart;y

ciati attractive looking man in his youth     His looks indicated

that they have seen better days. The black births-mark covering
half of his right fore-head did not deter his looks, la fact the
superstitious attributed his great career to this! He bora
under ihe same star as his grand-father, CX Esnrnlbga Reddy,
who was a great Sanskrit Scholar. He was named after him,
This taxed him a good deal, says Dr* C. R. Reddy, in -one of cis
Teiugu booklets when he speaks about himself, that his teachers
at school always compared him with his bchclarly grand-father
and embarrassed him by asking as to bow he came to bear the
name of a great scholar particularly when he did net do !rs

lessons well.

A FIRST CLASS FIRST                      OUT i

Ramalinga Reddy was bora In Kattaffianchi, a village in

Chittoor District In 1880. His life at school In Chittoor and
other youthful reminiscences are beautifully described by him In
one of his Teiugu essays. It gives us a glimpse of his brilliance
although he does not, out of humbleness, sp^ak of fais bright
career at the school. His prize poem btory in Teiugu "Musala-
mir/a Maranamu" was published in 1SOQ while he was yet a
student at the Madras Christian College from \\here fee gradua-
ted in 1901 with distinction, winning medals for Political Econ-
omy and Philosophy. With a Government oJ India Scholarship,
lie proceeded to v ambridge (England} for further studies. He
easily distinguished himself as a first class student by winning
Wright's prize in the very first yerr of his admission IB 1903 and
Was the Exhibitioner of St, John College, Cambridge in a couple
of years and crowned it by taking a Irst class la History Tripos
in 1906

Even as a student at Cambridge be was a reputed speaker
and \\as raaked as a fiae orator -among his contemporaries. His
ability as a debater was admired fey aii intellectuals -of England
at his time. As a consequence he was.elected, the Vice-President
of the Union of the Cambridge University, a rare honour indeed